                 Creating a New Tree from Exiting Tree in Family Tree Maker 2010

1. First download you entire tree you wish to work with from Ancestry.  To do this first load FTM2010.  Your screen will look like this:
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2. Click on “Download a tree from Ancestry.”  Wait while your file downloads. 

I would suggest you sign on to Ancestry first before loading FTM.  Two files will be created, one your data file and the other a media file.  They will be located under your Family Tree Maker folder in My Documents on your computer.

3. After your file appears in FTM then proceed with this step which probably is the most important to create your new tree you wish to make from this main tree.  On the right hand side where you see the box containing your new file click on “Options” and select “Rename.”  This will be the name of your new tree you wish to create.  In my case I named my file “Nutter-Wingate Tree” that will see in the examples below.  

4. Now your new name will appear at the top of the screen but it is still your original file.  Don’t worry as this has been saved under the original name.  This is now your working file.

5. Now click on “People” on the toolbar at the top.  You will see the people in your tree.

6. Click on “File” then “Export.”  This will be the new file you will be creating.  A box will appear where you will choose “selected individuals.”  Next you will see this “Filter Individuals” box.  You may type in the name, part of the name of scroll to the individual you wish to be your main elder ancestor.  Highlight the person and click on “Include” as shown below.
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7. Your chosen person will then appear on the right side, which will begin this new tree.  In my case I have chosen “Elder Hatevil Nutter.”
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Now this is also important.  To correctly select the main person’s descendants it is necessary to highlight this person again on the LEFT before next clicking on Descendants.  Here we now have Elder Hatevil Nutter and his descendants.  Yes, that really was his name.
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8. If you are satisfied with all the persons now on the new list on the right you might want to add more descendants maybe from another line that is connected to your new file.  In this case I decided to select the Wingate family who married into the Nutter family.  So I navigated to John Wingate the first again on the left and follow the same procedures I did with Elder Hatevil Nutter by selecting him and first “Include” and then reselecting him on the left and then “Descendants.”
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9. Here we have added John Wingate’s Descendants and the screen will now look like this:
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10.  You may continue adding people but in my case that is all the individuals I    wish to select for my tree.  This is just the basic information but there are other things you can do while using this screen.  I now have 114 people in my new Nutter-Wingate Tree so I click on “OK.”

11. Next a box will appear that says “Selected Individuals Preview” which is your export box.  Here you click on or off what you want included or not included in your new file.
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Click OK.

12. Now you will see a new box where you save your newly created file which you will now save as an FTM Package file (*.ftmb).  Click on “Save.”  There you have it.  A box will appear that your export is successful.  Click OK.

13. Exit and to check your new file you can go to My Documents\Family Tree Maker where you will now see two files created one your new data file and the other your media file for this new file.

Hopefully, this helps you out.  The main thing to remember is that in the beginning you have to go to “options” and rename your file.  That had me confused in the beginning.  There’s more I have to learn about this new FTM2010 myself.
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